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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear families and community members,

I hope this newsletter finds everyone well as we
approach the cooler months. There have been
some glorious, still mornings over the past couple of weeks.
Term Two kicked off in a flurry of activity with students
attending a group day at
Moyston Primary School in
the first week of term. A feature of the day was the running of the interschool cross
country. I was very impressed
with the effort of all our students in what is always a challenging event. Congratulations to all
students for meeting the challenge and passing
with flying colours. Best of luck to our Cross
Country Squad; Hamish, Kate, Julianne, George,
Danielle, Grace, Olivia, Will, Harry, Max and Charley who qualified for the Black Ranges and are
competing today at St. Arnaud. Our students
were also involved in a small ANZAC service on
the Moyston Avenue of Honour at the end of the
day. Photos from the day are inside the newsletter.
Last Friday, we were
visited by Landcare
Facilitator, Dr Ayesha Burdett who
talked to the students about the
Hopkins River and
the importance of
caring for our local waterways. Students tested
the salinity levels of water from home, school

and the river. We also analysed the health of the
local river by collecting water bugs, identifying
them and learning about their levels of sensitivity. Photos and a report about the day can be
found inside the newsletter.
This Friday, we will host Moyston, Pomonal and
Buangor Primary Schools for a group day. The
main purpose of the day will be to prepare for
the Black Ranges Winter Sports Carnival on the
26th of May. Our Grade Five and Six students will
represent the cluster in football and netball.
Next week, our Grade 3 and 5 students will participate in the National Assessment Program—
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). These tests,
like all assessments, are conducted with the aim
of measuring student achievement and also student growth over a two-year period. I would encourage any families with questions or uncertainties about NAPLAN to call me at school.
Following the closure of the second hand book
shop in Ararat, Marion McAdie has kindly donated a large amount of children’s books to our
school. Thank-you Marion for this wonderful gesture.
Finally, as we enter the cold and flu season, I
urge all families to remain vigilant and keep students home if they have any symptoms. Learning
from home activities can be arranged if students
are to be absent for an extended period.
Kind Regards,
Darren.beer@education.vic.gov.au
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Other Dates to note
School Photos—Tuesday 1st of June
Queen’s Birthday—Monday 14th of June
Working bee—Friday 18th of June
Last day of term— Friday 25th of June

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Julianne Jarrett (11) - May 5th

Senior School Shoutout
Hopkins river excursion
Last Friday Ayesha came to our school, she works at
Upper Hopkins Land Management Group. We were told
to bring a jar of our tap water but some people brought
some dam water or creek water as well. We brought the
water to measure salinity in the water to compare with
the water from the river. Salinity is the salt in the water
which is picked up in the mud.
After we had a look at all the instruments and bugs she
had got from the river and on the table, we went down
to the river and collected bugs in the river. We had
some nets, the nets had a long white handle on the end.
Grace held the bucket while everyone else shared the
nets. After that we went back up to the table, some people recorded facts in their booklet while others had a
look at the table with bugs in it or the bucket.
After we looked at the bugs at the river, we had a sample of some bugs on the table that we had to find. We
found a lot of small bugs, but we had to try and catch
them to show what we found but they were really fast
so it was a bit tricky. We all liked looking for bugs with
the magnifying glass because it was very interesting.
After we found the bugs we had to recognize which bug
we found. The bugs we found were; Mayfly Nymphs,
Cased Caddis Larvae, Water Mites, Black Fly Larvae,
Blood Worm or Chironomids, Glass Shrimps, Sideswimmers, Damselfly Larvae, Flatworms and Water
Beetles. It was time to pack up just after everyone had
a look at the bugs.
Then we packed up and went back to school. Ayesha
told us that the river wasn't too clean in that spot because of the road. We all had a great
day and we learnt
heaps of interesting
facts about Hopkins
River.

Interschool Cross Country and group day

